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INTRODUCTION ” 


For many years now, I've: iioa. in inner city areas and although I've MGR PN aware - 
Sto varying: degrees) of the: structural violence prevalent in inner city areas, I've. 
never had’ much experience of personal violence towards.me or peuple round about me. 
This seems to have changed over the last 2 or 3. years or so. Perhaps this is partly 
becaüse/ the area in which I now live there is a greater degree of violence 
than in other areas; perhaps also this is because I'm more aware ur: take more notice, of 
what is going on round about me than I. used to. This rings true to me because the last 
2 or 5 years has coincided with a growing awareness of my own responsibility to do some- 
thing about this violence as well as a growing feeling of confidance or — in non- 
violence which taada me to believe that I can: do NEN: 

> In this two 
part article, I focus Specifically on 2 people's experiences of violence at the hands of 
a group‘of young people ena council estate in an inner city area. In the first part I 
describe what has actually ‘happened whilst in the second I try to analyse all the various 
factors involved in this conflict and at the same time try .to explain why I feel that 
only through non-violence can we hope to resolve these "P : 


MOVING HOUSE 


À couple of years ago, my partner, Maria and I, made a decision to squat in 2 
seperate council flats. In a sense, right from the atas. we received notice of what 

the estate that Maria moved onto was going to:be like. ‘Maria and Billy had arrived with 
a cart and «= bicycle full^of belongings, which: they'd just brought from their 
previous house. The cart and the.bike were left at the bottom of the stairs whilst they 
carried the belongings up to the 7th floor. By thé time they came down, Billy had had 
his wheels /slashed andthe cart had been damaged. A few days later, Maria, Billy and.I 
were unloading more belongings: from the cart and again we left it at the: bottom of the 
stairs.. About 1 hr later I returned to find it had been completely taken apart and des- 
troyed.. Only the wheels were left. We found the bits dumped in various bins in a near- 
by park. It had taken David, a friend of ours, more than a day to put this cart together 
and some members of the local youth had destroyed it in less than 1 hr. It was a sad and 
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However, over the next few months we began to build a relationship with them. The 
situation was like thisj;-there are’ two lifts, in the. block of flats where Maria lived - 
and 1 set of stairs. Maria and I didn't use the lifts. (as they use electricity) only 
the stairs. These, we soon discovered were. the meeting place, a sort of.youth club for 
some of the young people in the area, and as we used the stairs all the tine, there was 
fairly regular contact... If there was unly a small group of them, say 2 “or 3 or 4, this 
was often quite positivo and cheerful and relaxed, If the group was larger, 7 or 8 or 
sometimes even 12 or 15, it was a more daunting ur intimidating experience. Nothing 
particularly dreadful happened; it was just that they blocked the passage way and yvu 
had to ask them to allow you to come through. It was also true that the atmosphere on. 
these occassions was more sniggering and snidy. It just wasn't particularly pleasant 

to come back after a long and tiring day and face that when you just wanted to relax. 
This was much worse for Maria than for me because she lived there, I didn't. However, 
as I said, slowly relationships began to form; they Game to know our names and we got to 
know some of theirs. On'3 or 4 occassions we had conversations with some of.them about 
nuclear weapons, CND, our diet, how we lived etc.. From .these conversations we became 
known as Greenpeace. (Greenpeace must have been more in the news at: the time Mem CND. ) 


THE EARLY MONTHS. 


This slow process of building BA kin ibaitan suffered a significant set-back 3 nonths or 
so after we'd moved in. Living next door to Maria were some other squatters whom we ` 
knew. From what we gould make out, the teenagers saw us all as 'the Greenpeace lot'. i 
We're still not quite sure how or why it happened, ‘but suddenly a quite "heavy" degree 
of conflict seemed to erupt. As I remember it, Ted informed us _that one day some of the 
male youths called at his house and asked if they could come in (or: for some “wateg for" 
their"bong" or both, I'm not really sure.) (The "bong" was sóne' sort of bottle filled 
with water which they used to smoke drugs.) He refused and askéd them why they weren't . 
at school. (Some of them, maybe all of them were of school age: and it.was a; ‘school day ° 
so presumably they were truanting.) This seemed to anger them and quite a heated dis- ; 
cussion followed. The next day (or soon after anyway) there was a sudden commotion. out- .: 
Side Maria's door and when we went out to investigate, there was smoke pouring out of 
the chimney next door. Ted had gone out only. ten minutes ealier and^ had come rushing 
back when ‘he ‘saw smoke pouring. out of a house that looked tobe his. Fortunately, 
however, ‘there’ was no’ fire in his house,, there was only smoke pouring out of his chimney. 
There were T fire engines on the scene and an audience consisting mainly of the male 
teenagers. | Again it was a school day; none of them live in the block, 
and it was difficult to see how they arrived on the. scene so: quickly if they weren't in- 
volved. It's’ not too difficult to get onto the roof from the top. floor and "T -Some-: 
thing down & chimney that woald make a lot of smoke.. 


What I3ve related here is hee I atipo of. ek. Ted. told us. Noone saw the teenagers 
doing it and I never heard any explanation from the firebrigade as to what caused the 
smoke. So all the evidence is circumstantial but we didn't have too many doubts &t the 
time about who was responsible. What was-clear was that if our suspicions were corredt, 
it was meant to be a very intimidating and threatening act and one that seemed to us to 
be really way out of proportion to the conflict that had preceeded it. Although we i 
disagreed with how Ted had handled it and felt that if he'd not been angry in his resporse: 
to the teenagers, the subsequent events might not have happened, it still left us shocked 
and in a state of anxiety about how they and we might be treated in future if this sort 
of thing was indicative of how they responded to anyone who crossed them. 


MORE IECEENS. 


A few days later, a group called at Ted's house for some water for tlie "ene. Ted 
refused-to let them in and shut the door on them. Sometime that same evening, his small 
kitchen window was smashed. Ted subsequently reported the incident to the police. He 
told them he didn't know their names and addresses but he'd have no trouble identifying 
them. The police ‘told him that as he was squatting their policy was to treat it as 
vandalism to council property and so — would inform "He council and wait for their: 
response, : ‘ d 


Following these incidents, for most of the next two months, the teenagers regularly 
turned up on our landing and asked. to be allowed to come in, or for water for. their 
bong, or, just. hung, around:cn: the top of the stairs or on the landing creating a racket. 
They arrived about 7.00pm and left about 10.30-11.00. “I remember feeling sufficiently | 
Mg sre that I made somé.effort to get back before 7.00 or not until after. 11.00. 

i always felt reluctant about leaving thé .hóusé between those hours. This was because 
invariably we would be subject to abuse and sométimes spat. at, though’ Maria usually had 
to suffer this more frequentiy than I did and it Would be more often sexist and sexual 
abuse which I didn't get. She was called a tramp; a "tart"; a "cunt"; a "slag"; etc.. 
She was also asked questions about her sexual life in a way which was meant to embarrass 
her and which was suggestive that she should have sex with the young men. On one 
occassion, she was surrouuded in a corner by several of the young men as.a juke, but . 
almost straight away they let her go on up the stairs. Both of us were subjected to 

> being laughed at’ about our way of life, Repeated questions about did we use -loo 

paper; why didn't we use the-lift etc., which, whatever: our answers, Were almost in- 
variably followed by laughter or abuse. Sometimes, I would be asked if Maria was my 

‘girlfriend’. to which I'd reply that she wasn'f'shé was my: partner. I'was then asked 
do you "shag" her/"fuck" her? I'd ask back do you mean do' we have ‘intercourse together? 
Sometimes, I'd leave them pondering on this and move on, Sometimes, if they then 
changed their question to do we have sex ‘together, I'd say yes, ‘and sometimes, I'd tell 
them. that they. Mn knew the answer to that Teva. 


A DILEMMA 


I was caught, Le on the one. hand I was — i show that ‘their questions didn't 
embarrass me (which apart from a: slight uncomfortable feeling they didn't) and that it 
was possible to be open and honest about sexual relationships without being sexist or 
&busive or trivial etc., ; whilst on the other hand, the tone in which they asked the 
question didn't deserve a reply and that there was always bees possibility that the 
answer would. form prt of the following day' 8 abuse. 


The irony was that coinciding with the beginning of this POSER period , of conflict was 
the fact: that relations with some of the young women were suffiéiciently good. that they 
agreed to. come round one Sunday afternoon for tea. 4 of them turned up and it went very 
well. We-talked about ‘their families, what they enjoyed doing; what they wanted to do 
when they left school; what they thought about school etc., and at the erl we did a bit 
of singing' and dancing. They asked us questions about how we lived. There was still 

a hint of naking. fun of us in the atmosphere . but all in all, it was a MY ore 
step. 


However, Late that same evening, there was a ‘knock at. the door and Maria eae “to: answer 
it. One of: the young women was there and asked if she could come in.: Maria let her in 
but then, to her'sürprise, found about 12 teenagers pouring through the door.: She felt 
tricked’ as most of thése had remáined out of sight at first. We both felt a bit-in- | 
vaded. As soon as they entered; many of the males just started looking through every 
room, poking about with things obs At the same time, we were inundated with questions; 
can we smoke? No, not inside the house. Why not? Followed by an explanation of why we 
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were opposed to smoking. One of the males started deliberately kicking the typewriter. 
Taken by surprise, it was difficult in this situation to reassert control. However, ` 
within. about 15 mins we manàged to get them to leave, although I made the mistake er 
promising that théy could come back next week without asking Maria first. We found 
afterwards, that some of the young men had thrown one of our carpets over the balcony : 

to the ground 7 flights below (we didn't want it but they weren't to know that). However, 


as far as we know nothing in the flat was actually damaged or stolen; 
OUR OBJECTIVES. 


We had 2 or 3 main objectives in óur heads at this time. The first, for myself, was 

that I've always enjoyed working with children and young people. For 7 years I'd worked 
voluntarily or'in.paid employment with them until I found myself no longer able to work 
in schools, youth clubs, children's homes etc., because I disagreed with how they were . 
rur and their policies and practices. "I wanted to prove to myself that it was possible. 
to do something outside any established structure. Similarly, I've long wanted to set. 
up my own voluntary, informal "school" and encourage parents not to send their children . 
to state schoóls (or private fee-paying schools for that matter) as well as encouraging ` 
children and “young people -not to attend. The aim of our "school" would be conscientis + 4 
ation;-.confidence building; eneouraging a critical awareness of the world around us; and ` 
encouraging and supporting the growth-of non-violent attitudes and values within all of 
us. I hoped this might prove an Opportunity to try it out. Finally, the conflict was 

so bad that we desperately needed to do something to try to improve the situation. We-- >” 
had no doubts that it was right to try and build up a relationship with them; the problem . 
was thåt we felt suffi¢iently intimidated and frightened that we didn't challenge their _ 
behavioür énough, <`- l Ss ds ; Tres RA 


This policy led us into Slight conflict with Ted who wanted us to havé nothing further . 
to do with them and to stop encouraging them. When he was feeling very angry towards 
them he talked about finding out where they lived and sending letters to their parents 
and if that didn't work, getting a large group of squatters together and threatening to 
beat them up. We thought the ietters might be a good idea but we definitely didn't want 
the latter to happen and already we thought there was a distinct pattern of violence es-.. 
calating. (To be fair to Ted, he was on his own at this time and was obviously a bit í 
anxious and maybe frightened by the situation. He told us he had tried. to talk, with 

them but got nowhere. Thé situation eased a little bit when the others in his house, 
who were away at the time, came back, They too, spent some time trying to talk with ae 
the teenagers with some success. Maybe if they'd béen thére at the outset, the situation 
wouldn't have become so difficult.) On the other hand we also felt guilty and unhappy 
because we knew we weren't doing enough to challenge their behaviour and'-that in these 
circumstances inviting then into our house could be Seen as condoning their behaviour. to 
the squatters next door. So we decided that when they came the following Sunday, we 
would raise the issue of the broken window, the abuse, the spitting and the harrassment 
and ask for an apology for ourselves and the squatters next door. 


THE SUNDAY MEETING 


Again my memory of this meeting is a bit hazy, but I think that initially a large-ish 
number. arrived — about 12. However, when I told them in serious terms that we wanted to 
talk to them, about 5 of the males left. This time I was determined that we were going 
to be listened to and be in control so I said I wasn't going to speak until they were 
Quiet, However, this intention had already suffered a setback with the departure of the: 
5 males, as I'd meant to say that if they left they wouldn't be allowed to come back, but 
they were off before I got chance. This was to mess us up later on in -the meeting. In ` 
the meeting, the 3 remaining males especially refused to remain quiet and Continued to 
ness about (although Maria thought that they were quiet enough and that I waited too long.) - 
until eventually I asked them to come outside with me. (This had the desired effect as 

it was very cold) I managed to have quite a useful talk with them about the fact that we 
were quite willing to let them come every Sunday and have: & 'club'! but first they needed 

to apologise to the people next door and to us. for their behaviour. -I think they agreed 

to but I'm not sure. The young women had already said they weren't involved. We accepted ` 
that to an extent in that: we knew they wouldn't have smashed the window.or spat at us or: ` 
whatever but I still felt it was important to say that if they knew what was going on, or 
Were there when things happened, they needed to either challenge the behaviour or leave 

the group otherwise they were part of what was happening. They looked a bit crestfallen 


ind tried to explain that the "boys wouldn't listen to them". : I:think though that PE 
did apologise to us and I did understand their situation; as I. learnt. in nore detail 
later, their own position with pst ted was none too secure, x 
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à REASONABLE SUCCESS SPOILED. 


What spoiled it from being a reasonable success was the fact that 6 or more returned a 
little later on, Before the meeting we'd said to ourselves that we'd finish at 8,pm in 
order to try and establish some security for ourselves by making fairly clear boundaries- 
and sticking to them. It was about 7.45 when they arrived and 5 minutes later in the 
midst of a rising hub-ub, I said that they'd have to go in 1u- minutes time. There was. 
immediate protest at this and shouts of "That's out of order" but we refused to back ' 
down.. To our surprise some of them just marched out and the rest followed. Our in- 
tention had been to discuss the terms of next Sunday's meeting but all this went by the, 
wayside... It. was to be some 6 months: before we were to invite them in again and then it. 
was only renewed to the young women. Still, although in the short term, our. grandiose 
ideas came to nought, there was some curtailment in the more outrageous forms of behav- 
iour,: and perhaps significantly, Maria's flat was never damaged during this period. id 
Nevertheless, sometimes, we felt very.close to giving up; there was considerable tension; 
anxiety and.stress involved in having to confront then in this way and it often felt it 
Would, guat be a lot easier for us if we. ‘Simply moved away from the area. 


A BREAK IN. 


Perhaps the’ lowest point for me during this period was when Maria was away. I called 
round to heit house one day to find that the door had been kicked in. .Nóthing had been 
taken and, strangely, nothing was disturbed. However, I felt very shaken, shocked and 
tense. I felt I couldn't cope and just wanted to run away. -I'd been feeling very low 
and isolated and alone at the time anyway, and it just felt as if I was having to deal 
with another major crisis on my own. I. also remember experiencing that sort of sinking 
feeling in the pit of my stomach. I tried to fight my fear and my feeling of wanting to 
run away and I managed to write out a poster saying, roughly, that this was someone's 
home and to respect it as such and how would they like it if someone did that to their 
home, and’ stuck this.on Maria's door. I also managed to repair the door. (We probably 
had nothing stolen because we'd taken the precaution of removing all cash from Maria's 
to my flat before she left.) 


My first reaction was why have they done it to Maria. They know that's her house; she 
hadn't done anything against them and nor had I. I felt angry and invaded by their lack 
of respect and disregard for her home. However, afterwards I thought it was possible 
that they were confused. As I said earlier, I think they regarded both squats together 
as Greenpeace, and at some point around: this time the people next door: moved out, partly 
because of the harrassment and partly becaüse of the risk of. being: burgled. (The window 
that had been smashed was still broken and- ‘a wooden board covering: the hole had been 
repeatedly pushed through so it would have been - relatively easy for anyone to enter 
the flat.) As the others had left, they may have thought we had left too and so kicked 
open the door in an attempt to find out. (Even if this was so it still doesn't excuse 
them, but I think it's probably true to say that they had sufficient respect for us that 
they wouldn't have done it if they were sure Maria was still there.) However, noone saw 


them and ‘so’ it nay aoe have been’ then, a all. CI didn't have. many. doubts myself though. 
Aa FEW DAYS LATER. 


What doubts I did have were more or less dispelled by the fact that a few days later I 
heard voices outside Maria's door. When I opened it, there were 4 or 5 of the young men 
outside. I asked them what they were doing. -They said they were looking for squats. I 
then asked them if they were involved in kicking in Maria's door. They all looked away 
and mumbled something about it not being them. ‘They also very quickly and cleverly 
changed the subject: and asked. me if I knew of any potential squats in the block. I told 
them where there was one and went down with them to have a look at it. (The flat next 
door to Mària's had neanwhile been occupied by two wonen, who-had been directed there by 
the squatters: advice network and.so WAS no longer empty. E : 


L felt really bid ‘with mysélf abcut this. I'd been. $o churned up and worked up iuside 

that I'd hardly dared confront then about: Maria's: flat. I felt I should have refused io 

say anything about any other flat until I'd received an. Apology about Maria's flat and 4. 
guarantee about their behaviour in any flat they used. I'd lost So much confidance in 
myself and in my ability to confront them that I found it very difficult to even attempt 

it. Every encounter seemed to finish with ne feeling lower and more humiliated than before. 
I was putting on a much braver face to them than I felt inside. The constant tension and 
conflict of the last nonth or so was.hitting me hard, I've always known that once you 

lose your confidence in ‘dealing’ with young people whose. behaviour is aggressive or au- ..;.. 
tagonistic, dt leads to & dowaw&rd Spiral of Where ,.. in almost every encounter, you lose. ;«.. 
more Self-respect and confidence as their béhaviour towards you becomes more-disrespectful . 
and outrageous. I've known it's very difficult to break this cycle once started... This . 

was what was happening: to me and I felt awful. I felt.all alone with noone to help ne,: 
(Maria was away adim even when She was there she felt nore anxious and tense than. I sam ). 


"A LECTURE" 


Dievai, I was also torti, Í ‘did think that they had as much right ‘to use » vacant, empty, 
property as I-did. ' I did feel ‘that they needed Soriewhére where they could meet and do i 
their own thing and talk and mess about. ` That's "what they wanted and I felt that was fair. 
enough, ` The wee ‘with that was that their behaviour, was. so negative and destructive . 
that they weren't likely to use it ‘constructively. for that purpose, for very. long., So I 
didn't really want to help them unless we had long discussions about a concern for their 
neighbours; about just because property was empty didn't mean to say they could smash ito ) 
up and that they should look after it and use it constructively or leave it alone. TN 
Although I did manage to 'deliver a lecture! to the 4 or 5.I found outside Maria's door, . 
I was nuper Scared er them that I was only half hearted and, they only half. listened, 


In the end hedithoe group of dousibebg living on the floor below Maria! S opéned up a flat 
on that floor for theme- It was they. who had told me about the empty one I showed the 
teenagers. They weren't too happy with me when I informed them that I'd. done this. 
Anyway, the outcome was that they used that flat for themselves and opened up another one: 
on the same floor for the teenagers. This episode just served to erode my confidance 
even more. On the one hand I should have refused to show any squats to the youths, On. 
the other. feeling obligéd to put- forward their case because I'd Shown it to them and 
because I- didn't want. them to feel that I'd deliberately misled them. I felt foolish 
and inept’ because I'd put myself in this quandry through not being strong enough to re- 
fuse to give them any information until they'd apologised in the first place. Again I 
felt more humiliated and less confident of challenging them as a result. I did, however, 
feel relieved at the passing of responsibility. I hoped that the squat being opened up 
for them would take the pressure off Maria and‘I. To ‘some extent it. Codi did, but 
the icing d of i edad behaviour had` by no means cóme to an end. 


TE 


TWO FIBES. 


Sometime dici the dii few wecke/nonths, there were two fires}. one, in the flat next 
door to Maria's and one in the flat I'd shown to them. The two omen had moved out of. 
the flat next door to Maria after orily a couple of weeks; — the flat was left empty but 
open (the locks had been taken away.) After a week or so the teenagers started using it 
` regularly as a gathering/meeting/social space. This lasted for maybe a couple of weeks 
until one day I aalled round to see Maria only to see that the flat next door had had 


e 


quite à serious fire. dad was in her flot at the time when it happened,) A mattress 
inside, had been $et:on fire/edught alight.: Again noone saw them doing it so it may not 
have been, them. ‘On ‘the other hand, they were the only ones who used to gb into that 
flat.’ We know less about the fire in the flat below. We don't know who, if anyone, 

was using it immediately before the fire. Our suspicion is it was the young males 

again but we have no direct evidence for this and less circumstantial evidence than in 
other cases. Maria in particular was quite shaken by these fires as they seemed to dis- 
play a considerable disregard to the people living in flats above, below or next to the |. 
ones set én fire. There have also been a number of smaller fires (ie the rubbish chutes 
have been sét. on fire (or catching fire). Although there's a great danger of giving a 
dog a bad name.and so when any fire occurs, our suspicions make us think of the teen- 
agers, when it may not be them at all, nevertheless there does seem to be a pattern in- 
volved. CIA Me es "DX ; an 
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During. this, same couple of months, the. squatters in.the flat on the floor below also 

had one öf their windows smashed and a stereo stolen. This happened after they had in- 
vited the young people to’ a party and to which a number of, them turned up. Again noone 
saw them so it may not have been them, but the pattern was, a familiar one. 


“yt 


THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS > > vs. HIDE ^ 


The next four months saw'a corisiderable lessening in the traumas, There was still the. 
abuse, even the odd incident of throwing a canat Maria; and there was still the’ rubbish, 
cans, fag ends, papers etc., that:seemed very connected to their visits to thé stairs.' 
On the whole, it'was & period when we were able to relax a bit more and recover our 
confidenee and our strength, Encounters continued which sometimes were quité positive. 
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For example, We Wmanaged to have some quite reasonable discussions on racism and sexisu. 


This, was only bò, though, if the group was small, Horeover, as my confidence came back: : 
I was àble to challenge their behaviour more, For example, I was walking with a male 
friend,one, day in Jüly, who was wearing a blue smock, The young women came over to ` 
chat, to us dnd expressed their disapproval by subtly making fun of him. The young men `: 
openly, but keeping their distance called. him a"pouf". and asked us if we "were screwing" 
each other. I told them not to be abusive and that if they wanted to know they should ` 
come and ask us. Other times the males would shout at the females in the group things 
like "hey, Christina, give us a blow job." (=suck my penis to make me have an orgasm) 
which I would challenge; or their use of the word "eunt" which I would say was sexist 
and;abusive and attempt to explain what I meant; or challenge their use of the word 
"paki" and their attitudes to black people, Sometimes we would be offered dope and `~ 
heroin and when we refused they would ask us our views on drugs and didn't we ever take 
drugs? Surely we must have done some time? No, we replied (making it clear we were 
referring to "illegal drugs") and all drugs are harnful especially tobacco and alcohol 
and including "medicinal" drugs etc.. : 


+ 


THÉ SUMUER. 


Sometime in the summer, a nunber.of the young men: were caught breaking into a car. A: 
couple of them were to spend, the next 5 uonths in Detention Centre, whilst most of thèm 
were released on remand straightaway. We wouldn't wish prison on anybody and certainly 
not for breaking into cars. -However, it seemed to be the case that the ones who had 
given us nost trouble. and most abuse, particularly to Maria, had been locked up. It 
also seemed to have the effect of breaking their group up 4 bit. Whatever the reason 
things seemed to become a lot easier around that time, although they'd been moving in 
a more positive direction for a while, I feel that this was a lot because of our con- 
tinued efforts to be constructive with them and yet challenge when necessary. There 
were some specific occassions when this seemed to be particularly successful. 


For most of the summer, Maria dealt with the situation by trying to ignore the -group, 
unless, she met the young women on their own. This. was because she felt angry and upset 
at the abuse that she was still getting from the young men and just didn't want or feel 
up to talking with the group. On the whole, I didn't get this abuse, although sometines 
the young women would try and make fun of ue and one or two of the males would ‘try it 
on.' I would just tell them that what they were doing was abusive or making fun and 
move on. Most,of the time, I had a‘pleasant but brief conversation with the young 
women de S^. X^ whilst the males would ignore me. -After & while, it became 
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more and more obvious to them that Maria wasn't talking. Then, one day, in the autumn, 
I met the young women on the stairs. They asked me if Maria was alright as she never 
seemed to talk with then these days. I told them why she hadn't been talking to then. 
They immediately tried to protest their innocence saying "it was the boys} not then", 


QUR CONVERSATION. 


I agreed with: thers to an axial but eet on to point. out that they did make fun some- 
times. and even when they didn't, they'd never challenged the wales or said anything that 
would nake them think that they disagreed with how they were behaving and difficult .. 
though this was, they needed to do it. Life was. full of such difficult decisions. 

They then started to tell me how difficult. this was because, they too were harrassed by 
the uales.-. Angela told me how she suffered repeated sexual harrassnent, from Jonathon, 
one of the young men in the group; he used to put his hand on. her bottom and she didn't 
know what td do about it. She :told-we.she couldn! € understand what men got out of that. 
Christine said that: she'd just finished a. relationship with Jonathon. ‘and that he'd just 
abused her in front of the other males and females present in the group. by calling her 

a "cunt", "slag", "tart" etc.. That's why they were on the stairs; they'd walked off 

in diseust. Beth then told me about how only the other week she'd been sexually attacked 
whilst walking home and:had uanaged.to:fight.hin off and run home. They all told me of ~ 
an incident the previous Saturday where they'd seen a man viciously kicking and punching 
a woman on the.floor.: They had felt powerless and afraid.of doing anything and so 
seemingly had half a dozen or so other people who were standing and watching, Eventually 
a taxi driver intervened and helped the woman into his taxi and drove off, 


Out of all this came a long discussion about sexism and feminism. They then said they ` 
had to go*and promised they would apologise to Maria. Just before they left the 3 of 

. them began to.tell me that I seemed;to be different frou other men they knew and that I 
was "nice" and "cared about people"... With these praises ringing in my ears, I felt over 
. the moon and laughingly told them if ever they wanted to talk: they were to just comé.. 
and:.àsk and with that they left. Sure enough, when: they met Maria one by one oyer the 
ar NE or sag € made a. — otasi T DEA ROME 


PROGRESS 


^1 


Over the next few months, meetings and conversations were ‘dranatically inproved and 
often gave me a. boost. where before they. had been a great source of tension and anxiety. 
We were invited to Beth's birthday party. Maria made a card for her, When she came 
round. to collect it she was delighted with it and her mother made us an apple pie in 
return to show her pleasure. ‘(She went to a lot df trouble to make us ‘something we 
could eat as Beth, after numerous conversations with us is quite aware of what we will 
eat.) Amazingly, some of the young men started offering to carry Maria's bike up the 
stairs for her and the boxes of food that we bring back from the market, which she 
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* accepted twice as she was quite tired. Angela, Christine and Beth promised to come .. 
round and visit me on Christmas day when Maria told them I was going ‘to’ be alone and ` 
sure enough they turned up which was really nice of then. -A few times they dropped — 
-ound to visit and would chat about how they were feeling or just have a‘ laugh and then 
leave. a EM Spee ae i E NS a 


i5 was a time of very positive cotimumication, ; Even some of the young men started saying 
hullo and chatting without any hint of making fun. (Although this had happened: before. on 
vecassions. if: they'd been on their own or in a pair.) A couple of times I Saw Beth : 
„making rude.or insulting remarks or.-gestures: ‘to Bengali: or Vietnamese peöple.. IL asked 
ner to apologise to the Bengali aan and she did so, I think sincerely. after. the, in— 
cident with the Vietnamese man, -the 3 of them came back to my flat and: I ‘talked with theu 
about it, I asked Beth how she. would feel:if someone did that to her. She seemed sto’ ` 
take uy point although the 3 of; thea and waybe angela in particular, felt that "Pakis” 
should "go home".: Their stark rácisn alwáys saddens me and seems in such contrast to  ".. 
the fact that, théy ate often genuinely wart and friendly young people... Te 


MORS BREAK INS. 4 NI. ape T - Me D et 3 Ut UNS 


T i we'd endured ^. 
earlier in the year.’ On one occassion Maria's, door to her new:flat was kicked in, This . 


* Wi Yee Dos Bs La eb ELA. PIT. P MEE TR NA Eres 
Over a period of 6 months, there were 2 similar incidents to those which 
incident seemed to bear all the halluarks of'béing the teenagers. Nothing was taken, the 
door was just kicked in, Again, they, may well have been checking who it.was who'd.novéd  . 
in or looking for stuff like stereos and other expensive gear to steal,. Although we both ` 
felt down and upset and, shocked, it didn't have anywhere near as bad an effect on ne as | 


the previous tine in March had, .We:just sèt to and repaired the door there and then, 1... 
still felt frightened though and wanted to run away and leave it until the morning, Our 
much quicker recovery was evidence of the fact that we were becoming reconciled to the. * 
insecurity of our.position. We had nothing of great value to steal, although some.itens — 
like our bikes and typewriter, would cause us a, great deal ‘of inconvenience if stolen. ^ ' 
Amazing to think that your attitude to security could change :so much that you could al= 


most get used to this kind of treatment, Nevertheless, there was still a‘sadness and . 
cager.that we had to suffer this sort of treatment: and that they still didn't respect us .- 


enough to stop. doing. it. 


PUE | 
rf Me ae 


The 2nd incident was when one of our friends came. to see us, she had her car broken into. 
she didn't have anything of value stolen (In money. terns) but. things that were of great 
euotional value. to ‘her, ‘We had no evidence that it. wes the teenagers we knew who did. , 
“sis specific act.. we ‘know the young tien do break: into cars.and that’ the car'was parked 
in one oftheir patches,. Buti no doubt.there are individuals in, the same. area who steal 
from cars,- Nor in this. case icculd there have been. any. personal aspect of attacking us 

-5 they wouldn't know that this car belonged io our.friend, Nevertheless, it was a very 


sad and disturbing eveht as our friend was very distressed, upset»and shocked by the inc... xv 


cident. We tried ta get the stolen items back by putting up a large poster where the car : 
had been parked asking the people who had taken them to return them, INS. 


12 
MY WORRIES. 


Maria, particularly, was very keen on:doing' this, whereas I'd been quite reticent and 
afraid when we discussed it thinking that more people may come and break into my house 
and attack:ne, -When Maria asked ue‘to state wy- worries ard uy fears‘about it, I found it 
wasn't easy to do sc or if.I' could, what*I:was‘afraid* of wasn't at all likely to happen. 
I realised that for some reason it raised fears in we that had little to do with the 
reality of the situation and were probably to do with feeling uneasy because it was some- 
thing new and uriusual'we were doing to publicly accuse someone of coumitting a crime or 
a moral wrong in our terms and put our:name and address to it. (We' didn't accuse anyone 
specifically, we just said. that someoñe had broken into-the car etc.) I think it nay 
alsc.have been ny male patterns of thinking that: if anything happenéd, I would have, to 
face it not Maria (it. was uy rane and address that went on the. poster as Maria diàn't 
want to publicise the fact that. she was a woman living on her own) and.feeling that if 
anything . bad did happen I'd not only have to deal with uy own fears but hers as well. 
Whether this is. fair. to/Maria or not I don't know. However, although I'was still afraid 
I thought it was important to: put up the poster and try and deal with and overcome my 
fear. For 2 days I felt, intermittently, that churning of the stomach and then it went. 
I'd challenged and overcome uy fear. I was very grateful for Maria's initiative and 
courage. We didn't get attacked or anything untoward happening. We did learn that +x 
people stopped and looked at the poster because they told us they had. Although we 
didn't get the things back, we had taken another step forward in our challenging of 
wrong behaviour and our confidence to take this on and do this sort of action had been 
increased because we sree no harti. 


. MORE PROGRESS 


Even when I moved “into the sané block as Maria before Christmas, my door wasn't kicked in. 
This seemed to represent to us a sign of more progress. I asked Angela, Christine and 
Beth; to ‘come with me to see an elderly woman who lived locally who was very lonely. 

They :readily agreed to cone. The first time we went Amanda was busy and sc couldn't see 
us. Afterwards, the 3 carie back to my flat and we talked about sex, sexisu, racism and 
depression amongst other things. We alsé did some singing and they tried to teach ne how 
to dance. (A forlorn hope,.) The following Sunday, they had an ‘arguement between then- 
selves and so failed to turn up. Nevertheless this was the sort of constructive thing I 
hoped to be able to encourage then to do. The 3 of then were often bored and at a loose 
end and wanting to feel useful. Amanda was lonely and bored and really missing and 
needing company. ` I go and see her regularly, but the more the merrier and she likes the 
coupany of young people. It just seems crazy that here are the young and the old, 
separated.and cut-off from each other and yet both needing things that the other has to 
give. So dod it hasn't come off but I hope it will. 


THE NEW YEARS. 


Finally the New Year brought with it a new turn of events. I was returning from the 
library one evening and passed the teenagers.Angela and Christine said hullo and asked 
me how Maria was. I answered and went on to pick up some boxes for the fire, Whilst f 
was doing so I heard noises and turned round to see two of the young men fighting. At 
first, I thought they were messing about, but I quickly realised it was for real. Noone 
else was doing anything about it so I decided that I ought to try and do something, I 
left uy boxes and walked quickly over to where they were fighting and asked Jeremy, whom 
I knew, to stop. To my surprise, he really flared up and told me to "fuck off you cunt 
or I'll kick your fucking head in," and at the sane tine lunged at me with his head in an 
attempt to head butt me in the face. I leaned out of the way and continued to ask hin to 
stop except this time more urgently. Beth and Christine were worried about ue getting 
hurt and called on me not to get involved and that they were only brothers, Jeremy con- 
tinued to scream at me to "fuck off, it's got fuck all to do with you." He was really 
kicking his brother -.r viciously and repeatedly kneeing him in the face. It was really 
pretty nasty stuff. : ; 


I was on the verge of wondering whether. to physically restrain him when I managed to come 
between them. I think this was possible because my persistance and insistance was making 
Jeremy lose his concentration on the fight with his brother as he was turning his anger 
cn ne, He stood there blazing with anger and screamed at ne again. I held his gaze and 
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calaly but firmly told him that he could hit me if he wanted but I wasn't going to leave 
but nor would I hit hin back. Up to that point, it seemed very much as if he was going 
to thump me. This seemed to shock him and take hin by surprise, he hesitated. In these 
few seconds, his brother must have got up off the floor and left. 2 women came out of 
a shop and said the police were on their way. Jereny wandered around still obviously 
tamping mad but with noone left on which to vent his anger and maybe still a little 
stunned. Angela and Christina thanked ne but repeated I shculdn't have got involved; it 
was only a brother's fight. I asked if his brother was alright and they said yes, but I 
didn't check myself which I should have done. 


K e eed 
=<. 


Oe |. 
ese REPOSSESSED 


While it was happening, surprising as it may seem, I was reasonably calm. When I got 
back to my flat, I was really churned up, It was the first time someone had definate- 
ly attempted. to physically injure me since I was 16 or so. What would I have done if 
he had started to hit me? At the same time I had a feeling of considerable elation. 
Never> before had I actually said to anyone that they could hit me and I wóuld still not 
do what they.wanted. Never before had I said I would not hit them back, It seemed 
clear that this statement of nonviolence stopped the fight and also prevented me from 
being hit. At least this is what it felt like but there's probably always an element 
of luck; maybe I --'ag just lucky. What was especially important was that hitherto 
Jeremy had been probably the most abusive of all and the one with the least respect 
for us. He had been particularly abusive to Maria. ‘As à result we were afraid of 

and intimidated by him more than any of the others. I think there may have been an 
element of this dislike towards us in how he'd reacted. So, fot us and for me 
especially, it was psychologically very important because it represented & refusal to 
accept his abusive behaviour any lónger. I needed to be abl$ to overcome my: fear of 
him and to refuse to allow myself to bé intimidated by him. At the same time I 

didn't want to humiliate him or beat him up or whatever. I thought I'd achieved a 
significant positive change in our relationship. Nevertheless, I was still anxious 
lest it may have been perceived as an-attack oj him and so lead to reprisals against 
us, ; Soto : ; 


TWO DAYS LATER 


Two days later, I was walking past Maria's flat hex fta been repossessed the week 

before and we were still in the process of moving ner’ stuff), when I noticed that 

food had been strewn all over the floor, When I went in to investig&te (although the 

Council had put an anti-vandal clamp on the front door, the same window thet’ 

had been smashed the year before was still*broken and so it was fairly easy tc get in); 

I found that about £3 in money had been taken and all Maria's belongings had been,gone 

through. My immediate reaction was again-that sinking feeling in the pit of my 

stomack at the proppect of having to face more confrontatfon. I assumed it was the 

reprisals from Jeremy that I'd half expected. 
b n 


DD MIAPORIMS . 520 cs a X 3v uree ut 4-0) ob BEE ecd Jod t : 


Two days dux this, a arrived home after. midnight to a scene at the foot of the P 
stairs, where two police officers: were quéstioning Gareth, one of the group. 
Christine.and Carmel wére waiting nearby. I learnt that Jeremy and Beth were 
upstairs;: When I heard this I didn't pay any attention to the scene that faesd 
me, although I should have, done because even though they wére all juveniles, they 
were being questioned about acts of criminal damage and pOssession of drugs (none 
of them had any) and ‘Gareth was searched, without as far as I know any of then, 
being cautioned or informed of their eights or any tresponsible adult' being Y 
present. : : 1 


However I was ios agitated by the spi of ON to confront Jeremy about the 
theft two days ago to `“ do more than keep a watchful eye on the proceedings. 
The police left without charging anyone (but recorded names and addresses) and I 
carried on upstairs. To my considerable surprise, Jeremy was immediately. and. 
genuinely apologetic for his behaviour on Monday and hoped that I wasn't hurt. I 
was really grateful and thanked him fer having the ceuráge to apclegise, d A 
proceeded to explain what the fight was about and'that,s»metimes his brother just 
makes him so angry and that he-hates people interfering. He said his friend had 
tried te stop the fight and. he'd hit him as well. "Beth then. ‘sid that she wanted te 
talk with me and told me that she was having. problems with her two friends, 
Christine and Carmel’ whu were cunstantly Having’ arguements with each.other. I 
suggested they Gome round the follewing evening, and I ceuld talk with them about 
it, if they felt able to:do tHat. She agreed and we arranged the time. 


i 


THE THEFT 


I then tha a Pra breath ‘anid galséa ‘end issue. ef the theft twe days, befcre. 

Jeremy said it wasn't him; he ‘hadn't been argund. Beth backéd-hin-uap. ‘and“seae--he 
was ever in Thornton that day. I wasn't tee cenvinced and pushed further saying 
that his nickname had suddenly appeared on eur door. He said the. others could have 
written it. Se I then proceeded te talk about. hew we'd never dcne: any harm to them ` 
(he agreed) and we'd always treated them with respect and yet: all we: get from them 
was. hassle. He was genuinely listening and even sympathetic, asking me how much 

was nicked wand saying that it was really bad, even though it. was cnly a small 
amount, because he knew we had nothing. | He promised to see what he cculd de to get 
it bak and with that they said their goedbyes and went on their way. Unfortunately 
they never came back the: next day. 


THE BICYCLE 


Two @ays after this, on the Sunday evening, we heard noises outside. On going 
outside we saw Gareth and Leslie about te walk cff with one of eur bikes that they 
had just taken from Maria's old flat. I was so surprised and stunned, I didn't 
knuw how te approach it especially as Gareth had perhaps been the ‘enly young man 
who ha@ never joüned in the abuse. I tried to question them about the fact they 
must have knewn it was our stuff. They denied it. Maria was su incensed, she just 
sereamed at them, 'liar, liar, liari! ‘They were shecked and taken aback; they ' ' 
didn't knew how to respond. It was a difficult encounter; I was trying to coax the 
truth uut of them and Maria was screaming at them that they were liars and told 
them ts 'get lost'. She wasn't happy with me being reasonable with them and I 
wasn't happy with her screaming at them. I daren't try and challenge her though as 
I was afraid she would turn en me. (She was feeling very angry and upset before 
they arrived.) . 


The enccunter revealed a lot about their attitudes te squatting and squatters. | 
'Its not your house', Gareth depres S ‘and se its nct yeur stuff. Its been left 
for twe weeks, we thought Roo wanted it! 41 He said tle same about the money, 
&lthough he was later te deny taking it. (The Council had repossessed the flat 

by putting a bar over the frent deor 2 weeks previously; it was true we had been 
slow moving our stuff out.) There followed a discussion about squatting, about 
prsperty and about what was theft and what wasn't. I found myself feeling 

awkward about it because I couldn't strictly say I/we needed this bike and it was 
lying there being unused at that particular moment. On the ether hand we de use it 
when our other two bikes are eut of order, and as fer as we know, Gareth has a bike. 
Alse I'd feel that I should effer them the bike (altheugh I'd find it difficult te 
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do except for the fact that they don't seem to need it and their attitude to it is des- 
tructive. It wouldn't help anyone if the bike ended at the bottom of the canal. 


OUR ATTITUDES TO PROPERTY. 


On the one hand I/we did feel they'd committed & real moral wrong against us in that 
at the very least they were doing something to us which they would strongly object to if 
it happened to them, and that it seemed clear that underpinning théir attitude was that 
because we were squatters we were fair game to steal from and that this lack cf respect 
for us had been clear throughout, but it was the first time it was ^penly expressed in 
this way. On the other hand, I didn't want to be involved in arguing over property that 
we didn't strictly need, in this way. The whole incident was very revealing of the fact 
that our attitudes tə property in practice weren't what we wanted them to be and ef what 
their attitudes to us had been all along. Although it was very revealing, it was also 
very unsatisfactory and inconclusive. The following day, Maria felt very sad that she 
had shouted at them and was remorseful that she had not behaved how she would have wanted 
to behave. She felt her screaming and not listening to Gareth's explanation had been the 
very ^pposite of non-violence. She felt upset and worried that she'd messed up the re- 
lationship we'd built up with the young people. 


When we talked about it, we felt that Gareth and leslie were getting her anger and upset 
that she felt towards the council for evicting her; to me for not helping her move sooner; 
to whoever had strewn food over the floor and gone through her things and the anger that 
she felt at the way she'd been treated by all of the teenagers over the prsvieus year. 

She had been feeling angry and down anyway that evening and down in general and Gareth 
and Leslie suffered from that. Only some of her anger was anger she felt about that 
Specific occasion. Still, in another sense, I didn't feel that & great deal of harm 
would come from it as it wasn't anger that was physically threatening but the angar..:of 
anguish ani despair and in one sense, it may be that them seeing the 'victim's' anguish 
may help to change their attitude te that sort ^f behaviour, 


2 DAYS LATER. 


3 days later, there was a knock at my door. It was Gareth wha'd' come to cellect some 
clothes that he'd left in Maria's old flat when he'd gone in there. He'd thought he 
might sleep there sometimes. I invited him in and gave him his clothes back, (we'd moved 
them, assuming they belonged to previous squatters) and told him that I'd like te talk 
with him about the other day. He told me he'd been arrested 4 times in the last fort- 
night; ( twice for things he hadn't done) one of these was for assault occasioning 

actual bodily harm on a Bengali man. (He'd thrown a stone which had hit him in the 
mouth. He told me he hadn't intended to hit him and I believed him.). So I talked with 
him about racism for a while. He told me he hated 'Pakis' and. 'Coons'; that when he was 
a small boy at school, there were only & few of 'them' but gradually, they'd taken over. 
He felt this wasn't right; this was his country not theirs but what could he do about it? 


He said. they come over here with.a few pounds and. then get rich. He felt they owned all 
the big businesses in the area where we lived. I asked him what about Woolworths, the 
Queen, Mrs Thatcher etc., weren't they rich? What did he feel about them? He wasn't 
concerned about them they were white. I tried tc gay that this illustrated my point; 
that they could never do anything that was right in his eyes because they were black. 

The problem was that he was making a distinction between human beings based on the colour 
of their skin. If you cut yourself, you bleed réd blood; if they cut themselves, they 
bleed red blood too. We're all people; we all have the same needs for love and care and 
affection. He listened but it all seemed a different world from where he was at. 


OUR CONVERSATION ABOUT THE THEFT. 


He felt he might go to prison and so I asked him if he was worried about that. He said 
he wasn't and we chatted about it for a while. I then asked him about the wther night 


. ~and told him that Maria wanted to apologise to him and that she was sorry. He said it 


was nothing, just a misunderstanding. When I questioned Him again, he admitted that he 
knew it was our stuff but thought that maybe we didn't want it. He was so confident ef 
this that he said that when we came out and saw him with the bike, he was on the point of 
coming to ask us if he' could borrow a pump. (I believed him). I asked him if he could 


see that he'd done wrong. He gave an equivocal answer implying that the wrong was being 
caught, but he readily agreed to apologize and did so. He agreedj-when.l asked him, to 
undertake not to take any of our things agein. (He said he'd called twice earlier and 
could have kicked the dour in if he'd wanted to. This can.be read both ways, positively 
and negatively). 1 said that if he needed the bike and wanted to, he or any of the group 
was welcome to use it, provided it was genuine and they would respect it. I also said if 
he ever wanted to talk about something or needed to stay the night, he was welcome. He 
replied that he might do that. 


fS. 


TER STORY SO FAR 


This is the story thus far. It is still ongoing. (Maria wants to apologize to Gareth. 
She feels daunted at the prospect of talking with nim in the Adargér-group, but very much 
wants to apologize to him when she meets him on bis own or with one. other. person). 
Althorgh considerable progress has been made, it's stillea very difticult struggle. We 
still feel on some pccasions tension and anxiety as there always seems to be the potential 
for conflict or some behaviour that needs challenging. ‘The balance is swinging our way , 
although we've had to endure a great deal. Slowly, our persistence seems to be paying off. 
Althéugh there are stili (. and will continue to be) times of stress, tension, and. aye. gi 
anxiety, there are also times of relaxation, warmth, and even joy. It has been hard, and 
often is still hard despite our success. Sometimes, like early last year, it was so hard 
that we wanted to give up. It's also been difficult because we've had to deal with all the 
conflicts on our own with little immediate support. My feeling is that the conflicts we’ 
have engaged in are not likely to diminish because there are many aspects òf structural/:. 
institutionalized violence involved in their behaviour. ‘It is these structural factors 
„ underlying the young people's behaviour that 1 wish: to:focus on in the second part of 
. tnis article. A e ^ ; : 


ARTICLE HAVE BERN CHANGED) 
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© (THB NAMES OF IHE PEOPLE AND THE PLACES INVOLVAD IN THIS 
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(Readers will remember that ig the last issue I tried t» describe the conflict Maria and 
I had. been having with a greup ef young people. My intention in this second part of ‘the ` 
article is to try and explain the secial forces thatiI feel are behind this conflict. ) 


| 


In my’ opinion, ene ef the main facters behind their: behaviour is their class position in 
svciety. As far as we know all of them have left school or will leave school. at 16 with- 
out qualifications. Those of then who have left are on the dole.i*They live in council 
flats on council estates. All their lives they have grown up.with the knowledge that all 
of these aspects of their lives are, in our society, seen'as being of low status.. They 
know; consciously and unconsciously that other people look down on then and seé them as 
inferior. In the eyes of society, having left schoo]..2t.16 without qualificaticus, they ` 
are failures; siuilarly, being on the dole is seen to signify failure and personal in- 
adequacy. ås a result of these and other factors, their confidance and self-esteem is- 
very low. Their own opinion of their abilities, their own expectations of themselves, 
of their skills and consequently their aspirations is very liuited. Since the day they 
wzze:born, they have been seen by society as people who would have limited intelligence 
ond limited skills and not surprisingly their own opinion of themselves reflects that 
view. In effect, their skills, their creativity and their energy has been stunted and 
blocked frou being expressed in useful and constructive ways Consequently, it is ex- 
peque in destructive ways. 


4. BCUBLLE BIND, 


Denied respect, they are not uble to show it to others; denied status, they seek to gain 
it by abusing, huniliating or distancing‘ theaselvés ‘from. other groups who are seen to be 
of even lower status than theuselves, (Black people, gays, squatters, homeless) Subject 
to the sane materialistic pressures as everybody élse from advertising and the media etc., 
and yet denied legitimate ways of earning the noney required to meet what would be seen 
to be an adequate materizl standard of living according to our cultural norms, they turn 
to illegitimate "illegal" ways of making that money. This is accentuated by the fact 
that often they feel an even nore urgent need than say some professional middle-class 
people, to meet that norm because they don't want to provide yet more opportunities for 
people to ridicule and scorn them. Furthermore, bored and alienated, the escapisu of 
crugs secas to have considerable appeal. Yet illegal drugs especially, (some of then 
have told us they take heroin and cannabis) are very expensive. The dole won't buy any- 
one «much of these and pay for alcohol, tobacco, clothes, discos, focd, and other basics. 


They are caught in a double bind; on the one hand their class position in society is one 
of the main reasons why they are bored and alienated; whilst on the other that same class 
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position is largely (wholly) responsible for their inability tc earn the sort of money 
that would buy,legally, the kind of materialistic'props' that nost (all) of us would turn 
to if faced with a sinilar situation. (anotner irony is that drugs and other ‘props' 

are one of the factors which help to explain why people don't act to change the unjust 
situation they find themselves in.) If they do turn to illegal ways of making the money, 
and they are caught, it just seeus to lead to more alienation and anger, lover status 

and self-esteeunj even less likelihood of eorning sufficient money legally and therefore 
a corresponding increase in the likelihood. that they will use illegal ways of making the 
money. i a 


SALE CONDITIONING. 


“his is the institutionalised violence of class exploitation. This. violence against then 
J is converted into their personal destructive behaviour towards others including ourselves. 
To get 2t the root of this behaviour would necessitate challenging the violence of the 
class inequalities in this country. Yet there ore also other important factors. On the 
whole, the destructive behaviour towards others is carried out by the yovng nen, not the 
young wonen, I feel/believe that this neans there is another main elefent in their be- 

 haviour in addition to class, which is sale conditioning. In our culture, sien are seen 
as ‘naturally aggressive'; that it is inevitable, for,exanple, that boys will engage in 
physical fights. In fact, it's possible to say that our culture goes beyond seeiag this 
as inevitable and actually encourages then through filas, toys, Stories, literature etc.. 
fe.g sale heroes are physically strong and tough and 'prove theuselves' by physically 
beating up' or killing people they don't like (are:in conflict with) i.e'enemies', 
'opponents'! etce. AS nen we are encoureged to dény all our enotions except anger; to 
dény anything traditionally regarded as fenale such as caring, responsibility Sor other 

people's feelings, sensitivity etc., as "cissy". Additionally, young men vill be ex. *- 
pected by society, their fanilies and peer groups to be'gainfully employe! once they've 
left school. This expectation would not be so great on the young women as their approved 
role does not involve entering into 'waged eaployaent'* to provide financially for them- 
selves or a family on an equal basis with a male. sNot being able to fulfill this.ex- ^" 
pectation is a further blow to their sense of identity and self-esteem. 
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SEX RULE DIVISIONS. 


Thus, the pressures of the sexual stereotypes put a great deal of strest on the young, 
working class men. However, the young women suffer even üore. Women's sense, of identity 
and self-esteem is severely shaken by the fact that society sees their role as, the 
provider of unwaged doaestic and child bearing/rearing, labour. This is definitely seen 
-as an inferior role to being in waged employment. Furthermore, such sex role divisions 
create a financial dependaucy of wouen on men which places them in an extreaely vulner- 
able position. ‘The reverse of this is that men are not expected to have any (or at least 
as many) douestic responsibilities as women. This further removes them from their own - 
eapathetic or caring emotions and makes it easier for them to indulge in irresponsible 
behaviour than it would be for women. allied to this is an overall feeling that con- 
flicts can only be resolved by force, or by the use of power and authority backed up by 
the threat or potential use of force. These, I believé'aré sone of the other main 
eleaents in explaining their behaviours.’ PCIE i E. 


Again the young men did not ask to be sociolised in this way, nor, probably, are they 
aware of the sexual stereotyping that has conditioned their behaviour. In this sense 
they are victims of their social conditioning. Yet, in another sense, they are also 
oppressors; they have absorbed the cultural value that women's domestic and sexual role 
is inferior to uen's; that wouen are seen as of less value and less important than men. 
Their behaviour reflects this value; both in terns of the sexual harrassment and abuse of 
the wonen in their own group and of iaria. This is the institutionalised violence of 
sexism (or what is souetines termed 'Patriarchy'.) It results in personal, individual 
acts of violence by men against women. 


RACISM 
IN part 1 I mentioned that in my opinion, aspects of their behaviour and attitudes were 
racist. So I now want to try and outline where I feel this has come frou in an attempt 


to try and explein this aspect of their behaviour, .411 of us háve.been brought up in a 
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country which hás, as a aajor part of its recent history, the complete economic and 
political domination and control over a huge part of the world. The people of this 
country took part (and eventually played the major part) in taking African people to: 
countries which today are known as the West Indies and the Americas, (The ,Wuropeans 
had invaded these countries and established thei às colonies.) as slaves. . Racist 
justifications for this white, European control ‘of ‘the world soon appeared in the fora 
of ‘explanations’ that there were ‘natural! differences between 'white' and 'black' 
people which were such that. white people were, 'naturally' more intellectually gifted, , 
had 'naturally' ‘greater organisational ability and superior technical ability; ‘white’ , 
people were 'natürally' destined to rule the world-etc.. | mee 


"SUPLRHICR CULTUR," | 


Às white peoplé im this countrys the young people and ourselves have been brought up in ODE 


this clinate and both consciously and unconsciously, we have absorbed the values that 
white people and their culture are superior to black people and their culture. It is 
also the case that the control of white British people over these countries they were 
exploiting, gave ‘then the power to take resources and use them to. add to the naterial 
standard of living.of people in this country. For over 300 years, the people of this . 
country, have in part, lived off resources 'stolen' frou the people of the South. With- . 
out this we ‘could not have had the uaterial standard, of living we have today. Meanwhile, 
50 million black people die of starvation every. year and thousands of nillions go with- . 
out basic needs being uct. This situation, too, has brought with it an attitude that we _ 
in this country expect and are entitled to this standard of living, and.often using.ex-  . 
planations for this situation which put the blaue on black people theuselves:-ie "they" 
are over-populated etc.. (I'll say nore about this standard of living a little later on... 
in the section on naterialisn.) This is the sort of cultural background of racism which ; 
the young people and all of us in this country have been brought up on. EN eU) 
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RACIAL DIVISIONS 


However, in the young people's situation there'is the additional factor thát the econonic 
insecurity and powerlessness of their class position in Society awakes them prone to 
‘propaganda’ prowoting racism and racial divisions. The sort of jobs they are likely to 
get frequently lack a guarantee of security. Any competition for these jobs can only 
nake théir position more insecure. Sinilarly for housing and other social-fácillities. 
This is in fact what happens when new people, who are theüsolves. poor, arrive in this 
country from elsewhere. They provide extra labour so that wages will becoae lower; 

extra people means.aore' people to be hóused, which aeans longer council waiting lists 

or higher rents or iore'overcrowding, in existing hóues as people have to make do with 
what they have. In other. words, all the people in that area will experience a drop in 
their uaterial standard of living. RUE kc B 
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This needn't be the case; there are enough resources in this country and in the world 
for everyone to be able to have useful and creative work to do and for everyone to have 

a hone to live in and all their other basic needs uet. It happens to be the case, though, 
because the rich and powerful everywhere refuse to distribute the resources fairly. 
However, as it is the case in this country and elsewhere, that resources aren't dis- 
tributed fairly, it is the poor who will feel naterially threatened by new arrivals, 

Tn that situation, the rich don't hand over any. nore resources so the sane quantity of 
resovrces (jobs, housing etc) now has to be distributed between a larger number of. 
people. Sone of these new people arriving in this country were black people. Given the 
coubination of racism and class insecurities/inequalities any working class people 

blane black people for their situation. (This coubination of factors is why I feel that 
the National Front and other Fascist groups are able to obtain a hard core of support 

` fron working elass areas.) Black people aren't to blaue for class inequalities; rather 
they are even bigger victins of it than their white working class counterparts. In 
theory, the two groups would gain a.lot froa supporting each other in trying to obtain 
justice for.working class people in this country, but,on the whole, so effectively, has 
racis.1 been used as a divide and rule tactic by the rich and powerful, that nany white 


working class people see black people as „a threat and not as friends. 


One resson for this I feel is our.racist expectations of, enjoying and being entitled to 
_a higher standard of living than black people. . This, I think, is what is behind the 
jealousy and resentment that the young people feel towards black people who have nore 
wealth than they do (whilst apparently being uncorcerned about wealthier white people.) 
In uy opinion, this aspect of their behaviour and this aspect of the conflict would only 
be resolved by working towards an equalisation of wealth.. .. ..'.and power both within 
this country and internationally which is sustainable for all. To achieve this would 
require challenging both racisu and class inequality. wen 


HIGRATION 


Having said all this, I thought it wight How be useful to try and explain the reasons 
behind why black people uigrated to this country, and sc couplete the overall explanation. 
I referred earlier to the overall dooination over auch of the world that Britain had. I 
also referred to the fact that Britain (and other countries) have been stealing wealth 
911 the South for over 300 years. The consequence of this in these countries was large 
scale under-euploy.ent and uneuploynent, hunger and a generally low standard of living. 
at the sane tine their stolen wealth was helping create employuent and a very high 
ùaterial standard of living in the countries stealing that wealth, like Britain, As a 
result, there was a pressure on individuals in the'colonies' to aigrate to where there 
were jobs and money available. (The colonial links being a key factor in why- people 
chose to go to particular countries.). Thus the process of exploitation E 

swhich created poverty in those countries and wealth in the rich countries, creuted 
the pattern of nigration of labour fro poor to rich countries. This is one aspect of 
why black people caue here. j 


Another is that in the 1950's, the booming international anå British economy created full 
euployuent. Working people used the bargaining power this gave then to ask for higher 
wages from euployers. The wealthy did not want to give up any share of their wealth and 
so pressurized the govt. to encourage the ianigration of black people, which they duly 
did. (Enoch Powell, for example, in his capacity as Minister in one of the Conservative 
Govts. of the 50's went to the West Indies to invite people to cone to Britain to look 
for work.) ‘Their aiu was to use black people as a cheap source of labour; to provide 
competition for jobs so that wages were kept down by bringing in people fron the ` 
'colonies' whose standard of living was so low at hone that alnost any wage here would 
give then a higher standard of living than they had at hone.. (This is the process I 
outlined earlier.) The policy of the. wealthy was to undermine the workers by divide and 
rule tactics. Black people were not only exploited in the 'colonies', but also were 
brought here to be used by the wealthy 2s cheap labour and as part of their struggle to 
hold onto their wealth, with the rise in uneaployuent in the late 60's and 70's, so the 
need to inport cheap labour has declined and with it cones an increase in pressure to 
stop the iuuigration of black people. Hence the Inaigration and Nationality Acts. ( 
(without going into these in detail, their purpose was to restrict imigration from the 
‘New Couuonwealth countries' - essentially Britain's forner colonies in Africa and Asia 
without affecting inuigration fron 'the Old Courionwealth countries' ~ Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand; South africa, Rhodesia/Zinbabwe, USA were also unaffected, The issue was not 
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. uapers but 'blackness!. | For exaupleg by 1973, 3 I; :igrátion Acts eining to curb black 
iuigration had already been passed.» Yet, in that year jr, Heath's Conservative Govt. 
took Britain into the EEC.’ One of the conditions of entry was that any European would 
.have the right to settle in. this country if they. so wished; sone hundreds of uillions of 
Europeans now have that right.) T TENE , ors 


This is the overall context in which the young: people live. again they did not ask to be 
brought up.in a racist culture and they are. probably unaware.of how this effects their 

behaviour and how their insecurity is played on by those in power. , In this sense they 

are victius. -In ‘another sense they are part of -the institutionalised violence of racisn. 

_ They axe part of the white dajority culture which sees black people and culture as- in- 

` ferior:: This ‘attitude results in the personal» and individual violence of these young 
white-people on the black people living in their area. : s 


 BATERIALISH.: 


Another element: in the overall context is-the issue of "i&terielisu, the conpetition ex- 
.perienced in all àreas of our lives, econconic, social and political and the hierarchies 
. thig creates of "winners" and"Losers"s :"success arid failure'; the 'in' groups. and the 
;'outeaste'. |I see materialism as the value in our cultüre which encourages us to 


neasure success and status in terns of. the quantity or valué. of material. goods. that an 


^" individual owns. It is a value. which iaplies. that happiness and. contentment cores fron 


the ,owmership’ cf naterial goods; the more we “have, the happier, the nore contented, the 
uore successful we will be and the higher our staus becciies.. It is a value which en- 
courages us to ignore or be unconcerned with how these goods are produced and whether 
that is a good thing or not. In fact, the opposite is true; it is a value which en- 
courages us to coupete with other hunan beings the object being to show yourself as more 
successful than others by having sore aterial goods. It is a value which says there is 
. nothing wrong or itimoral or harnful. in owning and: consuaiing -aterial gocds regardless of 
" whether. other people round about us have those same goods or, even,:whetherz they have 
anything at all. It is a volue which. says that what we have is ours and we are en- © 
| titled:to:spend on ourselves as we wish,. MI NIE JA ; : ve 


ln; opinion, virtually all of us (or uaybe even all of us) in this country consume an 
unfair share of the world's resources. This deprives others of their fair share. As 
| most of .!us' are white and the overwheluing: najority of the ‘others -are'black' (in the 
, political meaning of the tern.) cur uaterial standard of living is racist. Haterialisn 
"has. encouraged and continues to: proiote and: encourage this racism by constantly urging 
us to increase Our cénswiption cf goods. Like all of us, the teenagers have been in- 
bued with this cultural value of materialisn. They want and expect:a high standard of 
living. Yet, on the other hand, their class position effectively denies then any chance 
of legitiiately earning the sort of oney that would neet their aspirations. (Although 
part of iaterialisti is the creation of more and uore ‘wants' so that people's aspirations 
can never be satisfied.) cd er wan Meet E l eas 
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STATUS, ACCEPTANCE, RESPECTABILITY. 


To gain status and be accepted in this culture DEPT, us tc have a certain standard cf 
dress, certain types of job, and possess various consumer. ite s. (T.V's videos, cars, 
washing uachines , phone's vacuu cleaners etc. ) If you haven't got these, you are seen 
as having alow status and.so would generally be looked down cn.  Feople don't want to 
be looked down on end desperately want to becone wealthy so that they are not looked. 
down on anyzóre. Souetites the pocrer you are the nore desperate will be your atteupts 
to 'be respectable' and dress well etc., in an attenpt to gain.acceptance. This process 
‘ereates jealousy ard coapetition. It also means that people like ourselves are looked 
down on because we are so obviously materially, poor. They have picked up the' velues of 
society and wish to distance themselves from people who would obviously be classed as 
having low status, Homeless, gays, travellers, blacks, squatters etc are all of low 
status and our ‘culture has a contempt (often overt, sonetines covert) for. those of low 
status which makes it possible and acceptable to abuse then. Often, if a person feels 
of low status themselves, they feel nore need to abuse people even lower down the 
ladder. than the iselves in:crder to be reassured that there is someone lower than them. 
As squatters and as uaterially poor people we were the victias of this process. (1 
hasten to add at-this point. that naria and. I have aany advantages which other people in 
the antegory of'cutcasts'.haven't;got, such as our university education.. We are aar 
powerless in the sane sense because we have chosen our situation; it has not been forced 
on usa. It's possible that sone of their. attitudes cane from their resentiient or.what- 
ever of our middle-class education. It's possible that working class’ squatters wouldn't 
have received the sane treatnent. It's: also true that scone of them have on some occ- 
asions expressed support: for squatting. This suggests that it's the lifestyle that' S 
the aain: : odes although no doubt, opinions about squatters, propanig vary.) ; 


SOLUTION? 


Their uaterialisi like all of ours ds racist;.it TER Ee the opi of the South.. I 
don't believe higher welfare benefits or higher wages is a solution to the exploitation’ 
of these young working class people, as such solutions can only lead tc a higher con- : 
suiption'of resources by people here at the expense of the people of the South. Their 
and , everyone else's materialism needs to be challenged but. in the context of the in- 
‘securities that partly fuel it. Their exploitation at the hands of aore powerful. groups 
in. this country needs: to be challenged and they are entitled to our support and solid- 
arity.’ The sexisa of the young wales needs to be challenged whilst,in this context, the 
young wonen need our support and solidarity. Their racism needs to be ‘challenged whilst 


I recognising the way they've been aanipulated and their insecurities which partly help to 


explain it. Their personal behaviour towards ourselves and other people needs to’ be 
challenged where necessory tenen we need to do that WES an understanding and empathy 
of their situation, He 


THE CRIMINaL JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

One of the nost iuportant things we have tried to do is not to report their behaviour to 
the Police. It is uy belief that in the context of this country they have: been more 
"sinned against than sinners" themselves. Yes, it is true that they steal,. but the 
amount cf wealth stolen from them by the rich and powerful of this country is enormous 
in couperison. Their behaviour is often negative destructive and violent but is the 
Legacy cf the destructiveness and violence which they have been the victiis of at the 
hands of the society in which they live; a society which treats then with contempt for 
their lower status and denies them equal opportunities to develop their skills and their 


creativity etc., and which then blanes then. for their "lack of skills". In.this context, 


the crininal Justice syste is unjust and hypderitical, Àll of us steal.and all of us 
receive stolen goods; sone of us uillions of i'$ worth. Most of this sort of stealing 


"(what's called business or trade) is legal. - (a lot is still illegal- Put.not bothered 
‘with) So our Criainal Justice systen does not put the Queen on trial for owning hundreds 


of. thousands cf acres and nunerous residences,. whilst thousands are.honeless. Yet, this 
is a theft in any noral sense cf the word. "kt doesn't on, the whole concern itself with 
'niddle-class'theft ‘of’ fiddling expense foras, taking lodgers without declaring this 
extra incone, fiddling tax returns etc.» 


In the context, the arrest and trial cf working ctass people for these acts cf theft and 
vandalisa is repressicn. The main purpose of the law is to uphold the status quo in 


